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Thank you for braving the winter weather and joining us this 
Valentine’s Day for “Walking in the Light”!  In these troubled and 
contentious times, music provides insight, comfort and joy.  Our 
repertoire asks difficult questions about seeing the humanity and 
worth in others and ourselves, and finds answers in loving and 
being loved. 
Looking forward, we hope that you will join us here at St Paul’s on 
May 17th at 6pm for our spring concert, which will be a celebration 
of Broadway repertoire.  If you would like to sing with us, we start 
rehearsals for the spring on February 19 - visit our website 
(mccmusic.org) for all the details!  We are a non-auditioned chorus 
and welcome adult and high school singers at all levels of 
experience.  Finally, please consider supporting us during 
DoMore24 this March 5-6; see the back cover for more information.
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ARTISTIC STAFF

Rocky F. Tejada has been working in 
Delaware since 2014 when he came to 
teach music in the Appoquinimink School 
District. He is currently on the performing 
arts faculty at Odessa High School, where 
he teaches choral music, piano, and 
musical theater. Mr. Tejada was the choral 

director at Middletown High School, where he enjoyed a fruitful  
tenure. His students regularly performed major works with 
orchestra, and performed on community stages throughout the 
state of Delaware and the east coast.

Mr Tejada is an active choral conductor and singer, and regularly 
performs in chamber groups and choirs throughout the U.S. and 
abroad.  He has performed with Delaware Choral Scholars, 
Delaware Choral Arts, Kent Chamber Choir, the Northern Delaware 
Choral Society, and the Memphis Chamber Choir among others.  
He is the artistic director for the Delaware Choral Society in Dover, 
and the Middletown Community Chorus where he enjoys 
performing in such a vibrant and talented communities.

Mr. Tejada received his bachelor’s degree in music from 
Jacksonville State University where he studied vocal performance 
and opera. He received his master’s degree in choral conducting 
from the University of Alabama in 2011.  Over the past decade, he 
has conducted works such as Handel’s Messiah, Mozart’s 
Requiem, Vivaldi’s Gloria, Rutter’s Gloria, Pinkham Christmas 
Cantata, Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms, and a variety of early and 
modern works for large ensembles and chamber choirs.

Artistic Director
Rocky F. Tejada

ARTISTIC STAFF CONT.

accompanying various singing groups, gospel quartets and school 
choirs/ensembles by the age of 12. After lending his musical talents 
and accompanying skills in the Central Florida area for 30 years, he 
relocated to his current location in the MD/DE area where he has 
served for the past 25 years.

Christopher has been with God’s Power and Light Co. since 2015 
playing for musical productions such as “Meet Me in St. Louis”, 
“Four Tickets to Christmas”, “The First Noel”, “I Never Saw Another 
Butterfly”, “Bah Humbug!”, “The Little Princess”, “Narnia, the 
Musical”, “Elf, the Musical”, “Oliver”, “Camelot”, “I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas”, “The Christmas Story”, etc. In addition, he has provided 
musical support to various theaters in the way of auditioning 
singers for productions such as “The Lightning Thief”, “The Full 
Monty”, “Hairspray” and “The Trail to Oregon” for the Wilmington 
Drama League. “Anastasia” for the Milburne Stone Theater. “Meet 
Me in St. Louis” for Mercer County Community College. Musical 
director for “The Wiz” at the Kuumba Academy. Pianist for “Matilda, 
Jr.” at St. Mary Magdeline Catholic School.

Aside from his musical credits, Christopher received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Microbiology from the University of Central 
Florida. Through the years he has held positions as Agricultural 
Microbiological Researcher at the University of Florida and Senior 
Laboratory Microbiologist at Sherwood Medical in DeLand Florida 
and Terumo Medical Corporation in Elkton MD. Now upon 
retirement he will be devoting his full-time efforts to musical 
endeavors.

Collaborative Pianist
Christopher L. Ponce

Christopher Ponce enjoys providing 
music for churches, musical theater, 
weddings, parties and special events – 
wherever music is needed. He started 
at the age of 10 in Florida with private 
lessons and progressed quickly to 
playing in church services and



PROGRAM
Can We Sing the Darkness to Light?                      Kyle Pederson

Shine on Me                                                        Traditional spiritual             
                                                                               Arr. Rollo Dilworth

In the Light of Hope                                                 Mark Patterson
Cambria Sturtevant (descant)
Jonathan Ray (percussion)

Over the Rainbow                                                         Harold Arlen
Mary Reppy                                                        Lyrics: E. Y. Harburg                                                                                     

I Believe                                                    Kevin Drake, Jimmy Shirl,                
Christine Giglio Nanni             Al Stillman & Irvin Graham

You’ll Never Walk Alone                                          Richard Rogers
John Nanni                                           Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II                                          

Roll Down Justice                                                        Mark A Miller
Come Thou Font of Every Blessing     Robert Robinson

I Am A Stranger                                                           Kim Medema 
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus                        Lyrics: Ken Medema
                                                                                & Tom Eggleston
                                                                             Arr. Tom Eggleston

Who Will Love Me As I Am?                                           Bill Russell 
Julie Lawrence & Gretchen Medon                           & Henry Krieger

Show Us How to Love                                                Mark A. Miller

NOTE: several pieces incorporate passages from other works; 
details for these works are indicated with italics.

Intermission

PROGRAM CONTINUED
Let the River Run                                                          Carly Simon
Jonathan Ray (percussion)                          Arr. Craig Hella Johnson

Softly the Summer                                                 Richard Hundley
Cambria Sturtevant
Rocky Tejada (piano)

Walk in the Light                                                 Arr. André Thomas     
Hark the Herald Angels Sing                                     Charles Wesley
Jesus the Light of the World adaption George D. Elderkin 

True Light                                                                  Keith Hampton
Cambria Sturtevant (soloist)
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We are proud to support this concert,
Walking in the Light

Dale & Joyce

MCC thanks St Paul’s UMC
for graciously hosting us!

MCC Donors 2025
Karen Andrea 
GregoryBaldwin
Linda Bowman 
Kathryn Chen
Amy Davis
Christopher Elliott 
Beverly Fawcett 
Juliana Forbes 
Heather Gordon
Kathryn Hearn
Susan Hubickey 
Dale & Joyce Irwin
Denitza Kalcheva 
Julie Lawrence
Peggy Markovitz
Gretchen Medon 
Janice Mezier 
Christine Giglio Nanni 
Tessa Nardelli
Beth O'Grady

Godfrey & Ann Perrott 
Charla Phoenix 
Lorraine Potter
John & Judith Reppy
Karen Reppy
Mary & Mikey Reppy
Alexandra Reynolds & Becca 
Terpenning
Laraine Roberto
Anne Sewell
Ruth Smith
Rene & Tom Stevenson
Martha Sturtevant
Audrey & Cinthia Taylor
Laura Terpenning 
Jane VanValkenburg 
Paul & Janet Vines
Lori Wadman
Diane Yatauro
Karen Zecher

Thank You to our Donors!
The Middletown Community Chorus thanks the patrons who have 
supported us with their generous gifts to our organization.  In a time 
when arts funding is threatened and precarious, your support 
means the world to us!  Your donations allow us to purchase music, 
hire instrumentalists, rent venues and of course pay our wonderful 
staff, while keeping dues and ticket prices affordable.  
We are very grateful to St Paul’s UMC, Odessa High School and 
the Appoquinimink School District for their support in providing 

Corporate Support
First State Brewing Company 
The Crooked Hammock (Middletown)

rehearsal space.  MCC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
and donations are tax deductible to the extent 
permitted by law.  If you would like to donate 
please scan the QR code or visit: 
https://mccmusic.org/support/donate/



www.therainbowchorale.org

A Big THANK YOU to 
Garrett Ray & Mikey Reppy

for Production



Scan the QR code or go to
www.mccmusic.org

and fill out the contact form

Want to Sing with Us?
Like to Learn More about MCC?
Interested in Future Concerts?


